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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5478

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Economc Developnent, Trade & Managenent
(originally sponsored by Senators Kastama, Rasnussen and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 19/07.

AN ACT Relating to less than countyw de port district formation
amendi ng RCW 53.04.023; creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1. The legislature finds that gl obal
conpetition requires local areas within the state to devel op new tool s
to enhance their conpetitiveness and that |ocal and regional econonc
devel opnment is served through the formation of locally controlled port
districts. The legislature further finds that the state has a history
of form ng countywi de and | ess than countyw de port districts and that
both countywi de and |less than countywi de port districts have been
successful . Because | ess than countyw de port districts can address
specific | ocal econom ¢ developnment goals and increase |oca
prosperity, it is the purpose of this act to give the opportunity to
| ocal areas to formless than countyw de port districts over the next
four years.

Sec. 2. RCW 53. 04. 023 and 1997 ¢ 256 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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A |l ess than countywi de port district with an assessed val uati on of
at |l east one hundred fifty mllion dollars nmay be created in a county
((u | e | | I : o i . I | withi
Hs—boundaries) ) . Except as provided in this section, such a port
district shall be created in accordance with the procedure to create a
count ywi de port district.

The effort to create such a port district is initiated by the
filing of a petition with the county auditor calling for the creation
of such a port district, describing the boundaries of the proposed port
district, designating either three or five conmm ssioner positions,
descri bing comm ssioner districts if the petitioners propose that the
commi ssioners represent districts, and providing a nane for the
proposed port district. The petition nust be signed by voters residing
within the proposed port district equal in nunber to at least ten
percent of such voters who voted at the |ast county general election.

A public hearing on creation of the proposed port district shall be
held by the county legislative authority if the county auditor
certifies that the petition contained sufficient valid signatures.
Noti ce of the public hearing nmust be published in the county's officia
newspaper at |east ten days prior to the date of the public hearing.
After taking testinony, the county legislative authority may make
changes in the boundaries of the proposed port district if it finds
that such changes are in the public interest and shall determne if the
creation of the port district is in the public interest. No area may
be added to the boundaries unless a subsequent public hearing is held
on the proposed port district.

The county legislative authority shall submt a ballot proposition
aut hori zing the creation of the proposed port district to the voters of
the proposed port district, at any special election date provided in
RCW ((29—33-0620)) 29A.04.330, if it finds the creation of the port
district to be in the public interest.

The port district shall be created if a majority of the voters
voting on the ballot proposition favor the creation of the port
district. The initial port comm ssioners shall be elected at the sane
el ection, from districts or at large, as provided in the petition
initiating the creation of the port district. The election shall be
ot herwi se conducted as provided in RCW53.12.172, but the election of

SSB 5478 p. 2



N

A W

comm ssioners shall be null and void
creat ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 2 of
after the effective date of this act.

~-- END ---
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